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OPERA HOUSE ILLUSTRATION

This was the start of my research for the Ford Training 
Center Project. The set up of the Training Center project 
is the FORD corporation needs an addition to their 
headquarters for training employees. The owner of the 
corporation likes the work of Jorn Utzon and wants his work 
somehow incorporated in the design. I created an illustration 
of Jorn Utzon's famous Sydney Opera House. Then I used 
the shapes and colors from the illustration in my design for 
the Training Center. Jorn Utzon used a neutral color palette 
and focused mainly on shapes to create interest.
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La FAMILIA RESTAURANT
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In this project I was challenged to design a counter service 
restaurant based on a specific country. The country I chose 
was France. My main inspiration was the Rococo period in 
France. The Rococo period was very elaborate particularly 
with the gold and bronze details. The main woods used 
during the Rococo period were mahogany, rosewood, and 
walnut. Their designs were curving. I used walnut for the 
tables and rosewood for the ceiling and custom counter. The 
counter has a curving front to replicate rococo furniture. The 
oval back chairs used were popular in the Rococo period. 
The wall sconce has a French gold finish. The wainscot 
replicates a Rococo palace wall detail. The walls are an off 
white to replicate the use of pastel in the Rococo period.
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REPURPOSED MATERIALS BENCH

In this project I took discarded materials and 
gave them new life to reduce the use of raw 
materials. I used a fir wood hand hewn beam that 
used to be a roof rafter and an old chair rail to 
make a sturdy bench. The main principle driving 
the design was proportion. With how large the log 
was the legs needed to be in proportion with the 
log so it would look and be sturdy. The legs were 
inserted at a seven-degree angle so the bench 
wouldn't tip. The legs were stained with a dark 
finish that had a hint of red to be in harmony with 
the color of the fir log.



PROCESS

In this project I was challenged with turning a weather worn 
log into a durable, comfortable bench. The 
process started with sketches for how to design the bench. 
The next step was sanding through the layers of age and dirt 
on the log and the previous finish of the chair rail. To repair 
the weather damage the soft fir wood was filled with Wood 
Rot Repair Epoxy. Two layers of Epoxy were applied on all 
sides of the log. The chair rail was cut into appropriate lengths 
for the legs and given a new finish with stain. The log was 
drilled out for the legs to be inserted into it. Dowel rods were 
inserted through the logs to secure the legs. One more layer 
of Epoxy was applied to the entire bench.



SHIPPING CONTAINER HOUSE

 The object of this project was to design a building that reused 
shipping containers and addressed a social issue. I chose to design a 
residential building that addressed homeless and/or low income single 
parent families.
 This house is made from three cargo containers in the effort of 
reuse and recycling. The house also serves as a mission for reducing 
poverty. Low-income families/single parents can stay in the house up 
to four years. During the four years they must be actively improving 
their lives through education/gaining skills. The house gives them the 
chance to stop struggling just to shelter their kids and start improving 
their lives.
 The house is located in California. There are a couple of 
reasons for the location. First, the cargo containers don't have to be 
transported far from the coast in California lowering fuel emissions. 
Second, California has a very high homeless rate, so the house would 
be serving where it's most needed.
 The materials chosen promote sustainability in various ways. 
The finishes chosen were mainly natural materials promoting harmony 
throughout the building.  To increase natural lighting, multiple windows 
line the walls arranged using repetition. To conserve space, storage is 
maximized in the bedrooms and kitchen.
 The house was designed mainly to fit two needs, child safety 
and an educational environment. A single parent has limited time and 
energy. Watching the kids is a full-time job. With the smaller house the 
parent can keep a better eye on the kids. The hazards are minimal. 
Living in California, the kids can be sent to the backyard to play while 
their parent works in the office at the desk with windows overlooking 
the backyard. 
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MODELS

The purpose of this project was to take three 
2d images and reimagine them as a 3d model. 
The 2d images were from a previous project 
that used black boxes to illustrate words in an 
abstract form. The mediums for the  project was 
bristol board and foam core. My process included 
sketching the model, creating a study model, 
and creating the cubes out of which I built the 
model. The learning objective of the project was 
exploring spatial cells, and how they interact to 
create interesting shapes.
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MODELS

The purpose of this project was to take a 2d image and 
reimagine it as a 3d model. The 2d image was from a 
former project that explored demostrating words through 
the element of lines. The mediums used in the project 
were bristol board and foam core. My process for this 
project started with folding multiple pieces of paper and 
arranging them till I had an idea of what I wanted. Then 
I sketched my idea and created a study model. The final 
model was created by cutting out the bristol board and 
scoring the bristol board to fold. The objective of this 
project was to explore how the elements and principles of 
design are used in the process of design.
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